[Comparative study of tissue cultures from normal and pathological corneal epithelia (author's transl)].
Changes in corneal epithelium in macular dystrophy are secondary. Those in lattice dystrophy are primary, the epithelial cells showing the characteristics of cancer cells as well as hypertrophy of the lysosomal system and vacuolisation with autolysis. After infection by herpes virus the epithelial cells show an increase in number and volume of the lysosomes, which liberate enzymes with cytolytic effects.